


PREFACE. 


4. Tbefe Divine Songs may be i 
plcafant and proper matter for their 
daily or weekly worHdp, to fing one 
in the family, at fuch time as the pa. 
rents or governors fhall appoint; and 
therefore I have confined the verfe to 
the moft ufual pfalm tunes. 

The greatefi part of this little book 
was compofed feveral years ago, at the 
requelf of a friend, who has been long 
engaged in the work of catechifing a 
very great number of children of all 
kinds, and with abundant ikill and 
fuccefs. So that you will find here 
nothing that favours of a party: the 
children of high ard low degree, of the 
church of England, or diffenters, bap- 
tized in infancy, or not, may all join 
together in thefe Songs. And as I 
have endeavoured to fink the language 
to the level of a child’s underftanding, 
and yet to keep it (if pofiible) above 
contempt; fo I have defigned to profit 
all (if pofiible) and offend none. I 
* hope 
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hope the more general the fenfe is, 
thefe compofures may be of the moie 
univerfal ufe and fervice. 

I have added at the end fome at- 
teiTtpts of Sonnets on Moral Subjeasj 
for children, with an air of pleafaritry, 
to provoke fome fitter pen to write a 
little book of them. 

Mav the Almighty Goo make you 
faithful in this important work of edu- 
cation ; may he fucceed your cares 
with hisabundant grace, that the rifing 
generation of Great Britain may be a 
glory among the nations, a pattern to 
the chriftiaii world, and a bleffing to 
the earth. 


Tothecolleftion of which the above 
treats, the publiflier has fubjoined a 
little piece written by the ingenious 
fir. Doddridge, which taken together, 
form an admirable epitome of the 
principles of the chriftian religion, 
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